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Livestock News

calves nursing their dams less than two months of age;
calves nursing their dams two months of age or older;
growing beef steers/heifers on pasture (stockers);
growing beef steers/heifers in a dry lot
(backgrounders);
growing beef steers/heifers fed in confinement for
harvest (feedlot cattle);
and growing beef steers/heifers in a grow yard.

New guidance from the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration’s (FDA) Center for Veterinary Medicine
redefines beef cattle production phases, which affects the
label and usage of implants.
The changes went into effect in June.
Only implants that are expressly labeled for reimplantation
will be allowed for use in cattle more than once per
production phase, according to the new guidance.
Cattle will still be allowed to be implanted across different
production phases and are allowed to receive more than one
implant within that production phase, as long as it is labeled
for that use.
“These production phases are important because the new
guidance will allow beef cattle to receive one implant for
each production phase,” Dr. Gerald Stokka, NDSU
Extension veterinarian and livestock stewardship specialist,
said. “Additionally, beef cattle will be allowed to receive
more than one implant within a production phase, but only
if that implant has a claim for reimplantation on the label.”
The production phases are:

The backgrounding phase is a new production phase. It
consists of weaned, growing beef steers and beef and dairy
heifers that are maintained in a dry lot, receiving the
majority of their diet from harvested forage, possibly with
a supplement. There are no current implants approved for
this new production phase.
The final two phases of conventional production consist of
growing beef steers and heifers confined in group pens or
a grow yard and always fed a moderate- to high-roughage
diet available as their sole ration. This segment is routinely
considered the beef feeding or finishing phase. Cattle
feeders and their veterinarians have historically utilized
multiple implant strategies to improve efficiencies and
maximize beef production. Those beef steers and heifers
will only be allowed one implant during the finishing
period unless the implant used is approved for multiple
administrations or reimplant.
Currently, there are implants approved for reimplant use
within a production phase. However, most implants do not
have any language on the label addressing reimplantation.
“Moving forward, some producers who use implants will
need to make some changes to their implant programs,”
Bill Halfman, University of Wisconsin Extension Beef
Outreach, said. “It is important to remember that having a
functioning implant in the animal during the last days on
feed is the one that will have the greatest return on
investment. So, producers will need to take into
consideration the approximate sale date of the cattle and
the duration of the implant they intend to use to identify
the best time to administer them.”
Regulations regarding the remaining over-the-counter
livestock antibiotics were also implemented in June.
Those antibiotics now require a prescription from a
veterinarian licensed in the state where the animals are
housed.

FDA implemented changes for use of beef cattle implants
By Shelby Shank, TFB Field Editor

 

https://texasfarmbureau.org/livestock-antibiotics-now-require-veterinary-prescription/


IS ALL MULCH CREATED EQUAL?

HOME AND GARDEN

Click here to download the full AgriLife Extension Publication on Mulch.

Mulching is a long-established horticultural practice that
involves spreading a layer of material on the ground around
plants to protect their roots from heat, cold, or drought or to
keep the fruit clean. Mulches can be classified as inorganic or
organic: ► Inorganic mulches include plastic, rocks, rock
chips, and other non-plant materials. Plastic is the only
inorganic mulch used in vegetable gardens. ► Organic
mulches include straw, compost, newspaper, sawdust, and
similar materials.

SELECTION OF MULCHING MATERIAL When choosing
mulch materials, consider these factors: ► Cost of the
material: Do not buy mulching material when suitable
materials are available at little or no cost. ► The crop you
plan to mulch: Never mulch with material from the crop that is
to be protected. For example, do not use potato vines from the
spring crop to mulch fall potatoes. This increases the
possibility of transmitting diseases to the current crop. ► The
season when the mulch is to be used: Select light-colored
mulch during the summer and early fall to reflect heat. Use
dark-colored mulch in early spring to help warm the soil to
permit earlier planting and hasten early growth.

https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrFbIsgWc1koIcN0EtXNyoA;_ylu=Y29sbwNiZjEEcG9zAzEEdnRpZAMEc2VjA3Ny/RV=2/RE=1691208096/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2fagrilifeextension.tamu.edu%2fasset-external%2feasy-gardening-mulching%2f/RK=2/RS=NK0zzCzPfAPgDjRy53mDbeplOQg-


It is hard to keep up with positive cases because they seem to increase daily. We have over 500 positive cases across at
least 24 counties in Texas, and these include white-tailed deer, mule deer, elk, and red deer, with white-tailed deer being
over 80% of those cases. More than 80% of those cases have occurred in deer breeding facilities, and since March 2023,
7 new deer breeding facilities have tested positive for the disease.

Due to the drastic increase in positive cases at deer breeding facilities, TPWD enacted the following rules: 

The emergency rules require all breeder deer to be tested for CWD (with a test result of “Not Detected”) by means of an
approved antemortem (live-animal) test as a condition of transfer to another deer breeding facility and expressly
prohibit the removal of an identification tag prescribed by Parks and Wildlife Code, §43.3561, from a breeder deer
except to immediately replace it with an identification tag meeting the requirements of Parks and Wildlife Code,
§43.3561(c) or (h). 

To put the potential consequences of deer movement and disease transmission into perspective, the latest deer breeding
facility to test positive has moved over 1,000 deer in the last 5 years, and those deer were sent to 67 different counties
across Texas and 3 places in Mexico. This is just one of many deer breeding facilities doing the same thing. This is a
problem when trying to contain a disease that is negatively affecting a resource that we all care about.

This is a real disease, and it is bad. There is no question that it will get worse. This is not a disease that is going to
wreak havoc on deer populations over night, but the decisions we make now are going to determine the health of the
resource decades from now. The key to managing a disease like this is to keep its prevalence low. Lots of people are
working hard on managing this disease while gaining nothing but ridicule. There is a lot of misinformation going
around. Call Christy at the Extension Office 361-274-3323 if you want to chat.

 

CWD UPDATE
By Jacob Dykes, Extension  Wildlife Specialist
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Wednesday- Large Animal Weigh-ins
Thursday-Show Day
Friday-Little Britches Show and Sale Day

New Show Schedule

October 20--Sheep, Goat, Heifer Validation
November 16--Swine Validation
December (day TBD)--Rabbit and Poultry Validation

Validation Dates

Headliner is Blackhawk
May 4, 2024

2024 Social Fundraiser

Annual Meeting
August 14

6pm

Congratulations to "The Walk Stars" for winning our Walk Across Texas contest.
They collectively walked 1,068.07 miles! Congratulations team!

Team members included: Chris Turner, Jennifer Turner, Casey Soward, Brenda
Springer, Mary Pate, and Amy Kollman



Congratulations Christy!

Texas 4-H
Achievement in Service Award 2023

Christy Lansford, McMullen County Agriculture Agent was honored with the state’s prestigious “Achievement in
Service” award during the State 4-H Agent’s Association awards program held in Kema this week.

The award is given to agents with at least two and less than seven years of service and who have shown exceptional
programming effectiveness and client engagement. 

Lansford came aboard as the agriculture and natural resources agent for McMullen County in June of 2019. Since
that time, she has worked tirelessly to grow the county 4-H program (600% increase), represent agriculture in the
community, and serve as a strong role model for youth. Christy is passionate about helping youth reach their full
potential through leadership, citizenship, and everyday activities that promote life skills and teach responsibility.
“Provide opportunities, set your expectations high, and these kids will impress you every time,” said Lansford. “They
bless me every day!”

Lansford also volunteers her time with several local community organizations including the Tilden Livestock
Scholarship Association, St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Fowlerton Water Supply Corporation, and the Tilden Lions
Club.

Past awards Christy has earned include State 4-H Gold Clover in 2021, State 4-H Excellence in Club Support in
2021, State 4-H Excellence in Ag Programming in 2022, and Texas County Ag Agents Early Career Award in 2022.








